The antitumor triazoloacridone C-1305 is a topoisomerase II poison with unusual properties.
C-1305 [S-[[3-(dimethylamino)propyl]amino]-8-hydroxy-6H-v-triazolo[4,5,1-de]acridin-6-one] is a triazoloacridone with excellent activity in colon cancer models. The mechanism of C-1305 is unknown, although similarities in the chemical structure between C-1305 and amsacrine suggest common cellular targets. Here, we report that C-1305 is a topoisomerase II poison that is able to induce cleavable complexes with topoisomerase II in vitro as well as in living cells. Even at optimal concentrations, C-1305 is a much weaker inducer of cleavable complexes than amsacrine. Because the cytotoxic activities of the two compounds after continuous drug exposure are comparable, these findings suggest that the low levels of cleavable complexes induced by C-1305 may be unusually toxic. In contrast to amsacrine, the cytotoxicity of C-1305 is strongly time-dependent, with at least 24 h of drug exposure required for optimal cytotoxicity. The p53 tumor suppressor is inactivated in the majority of human tumors, including colorectal cancers. We therefore compared the long-term cytotoxic effects of C-1305, amsacrine, and doxorubicin on human cell lines in which the p53 or p21 pathways have been specifically disrupted by targeted homologous recombination. Disruption of p53 and p21 had minor influence on the cytotoxicity of doxorubicin, whereas p53 but not p21 disruption was associated with increased resistance to amsacrine. In marked contrast, disruption of p53 and p21 was associated with increased sensitivity to C-1305. Taken together, our results show that exposure to C-1305 is accompanied by the formation of low levels of potent cleavable complexes that are selectively toxic toward tumor cells with defective p53 function.